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civilisation, e. g., better housing, education for his children, medical aid, sanitation
and what not. The greater the complexity of modern civilisation, the greater the
range and number of technical developments, the greater the diversity of currency
and trade relations, the greater will be the field for skill and specialisation on the
part of the man of commerce, whose function it is to see that the social machine
works and works smoothly. You need not, therefore, look upon a commercial career
as a mundane matter merely of rupees, aannas and pies, of hard-headed money-lenders
and stone-wall banks, but you must look upon it as an activity which has, at its root,
the idea of service to humanity, in its varied economic complexity.
5.    Further there is nothing   which   reveals   the   fundamental unity of humanity,
inter-dependence of nations   on   one   another,   as   commerce.   The United States of
America,   with   all  their   wealth,   found     in   1932-83,   that   they   had   to   depend
upon the outside world   to   dispose   of their   surplus   cotton.   They could not utilise
their total production of cotton in their own   country,   nor   could they retire surplus
acreage   from   cotton   cultivation   and   find   an    alternative   occupation   for   their
cotton   farmers.   With   up-to-date transport   and   modern means of   communication
of   thought,   the    world   is   getting   smaller   and  its   peoples   are  getting   closer.
No one realises the   fundamental   one-ness of   mankind   as   the   man   of   commerce
does. And the sooner the political leaders   of nations   realise this,   the better. If com-
mercial activities have been the cause of wars   in the  past, it   is now time that they
be instruments of peace,
6.  The increasing mechanization of human activity has been greatly, but to my mind,
not rightly, deplored by some thinkers and writers on Economics as   soulless activity,
killing the creative instinct in man and hindering the healthy development of his per-
sonality. They contend that if this be the price we are paying for modern civilization,
we are paying too   big a price.   But there   is no  such     danger in   a commercial or
industrial career.   Success in it, on the contrary,   calls for the full play of individua-
lity, and  it provides   ample scope for development of the creative instinct and the re-
alization of one's self in one's work. To give you a very recent instance, the creative genius
of the late F. E. Dinshaw   visualized the   Cement Merger,   of which I believe all of
you have   heard,   and his personality   realised   itself   in striving for that   crowning
achievement of   his life.   You can therefore see   what  great   scope   Commerce and
Industry provide for the creative genius of man and for service to the community.
7.    The efforts of both economists and statesmen   in   all countries are directed, in.
an increasing degree, to see   that   the product   of the field goes direct to the factory
either within the country   or   abroad.   The object of   such efforts is to minimise the
expenditure for the services of   intermediaries   and   enable   the grower to obtain the
maximum return for   his   produce.   In   this effort,   there is plenty of scope for the
educated man to help both agriculture   and   industry   while   helping himself, because
the educated man can command that   capacity   for   co-ordination and organisation in
an efficient manner, which is necessary for such  desirable activities,
8.    On the same lines, there is considerable   room   for   the educated man of com-
merce in the activities which take the product   of the manufacturer to the individual
consumer.   I refer to the distribution and   the   retail   trades, in which there is great
need for improvement and for individual   service   to   the consumer.   Where in India
is the chain of retail stores where you can get, say, coriect weights and unadulterated
ghee ?   Where are the hotels and restaurants where the food is cheap and wholesome ?
9.    Specialisation   in   the   marketing   of goods and   services   is   what commerce
requires, and I maintain that such work alone can   effectively bring the educated man
in touch with rural life and establish an ennobling contact   between   the%two.   Under
the present conditions of life in India, the contact   with  the rural folk which doctors
or lawyers may establish is,   at   best,   of   a professional type ;   similar   also are the
relations established by the social worker in rural  areas.   But the contact of the man
of commerce is more vital because it touches   directly   the   pocket and daily work of
the rural population.   And in view of this, the educated man doing   such commercial
work has unlimited opportunities for raising the level   of our rural population econo-
mically, and influencing it socially.   At   a time   when  the   problem of rural uplift is
in the forefront and is receiving the attention both of the Government and the public,
it is pertinent to realise that the   adoption   of   the  commercial career by University
men is one of the most direct and effective ways  of establishing normal contact witti
the Indian village, with a view to bring about  such uplift.
10.    Do not, therefore, look upon a commercial   career   as dull and merely selfish.
There is plenty of room in it for selflessness   and   service,  for  initiative and enter-
prise, for adventure and even romance.   These qualities cannot grow in the life   of a